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The purpose of this kit 
 

The Cairns Museum welcomes international and Australian students.  

We recognise that the Museum can help all students improve their language skills and learn about the 
history of Cairns. 

As a small Museum that relies on volunteers as guides and hosts, we are unable to guarantee a 
dedicated guide for your student group. This kit contains a selection of resources, ideas and activities for 
teachers to use as the basis for a student visit to the Museum. We want your students to have an 
engaging and educational experience irrespective of whether a guide is available. 

Teachers are invited to edit, reproduce and/or adapt any element of this kit to suit the age and language 
proficiency of their student group. 

If you have the need for any other material or information, please feel free to contact the Museum 
directly at info@cairnsmuseum.org.au 
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Cairns Museum Pre-Tour Activity 
 

Use the words below to complete the text.  

 

Cairns Museum tells the history of Cairns in four main galleries. 

Gallery 1: Cairns Over Time 

Here you will find the (1) H _ S T_  _ Y of Cairns told through the lives of local people, including Cairns 
Traditional Owners. Find out about the (2) D _ V E _ S E  people that call Cairns home. 

Gallery 2: Old Cairns  

Swamps, sweat and sugar. Find out how Cairns (3)  D E V _ _ O _ _ D from a steamy tropical swamp 
and the (4) I N _ U S T _ _ E S  that made it prosperous. How the (5) R A _ L _ A Y  was built to travel to 
Kuranda, how sugar cane took over the town and stories of the men who worked on the wharves.  

Gallery 3: Living in the Tropics 

This (6) G  A _ _ E R Y is a playful look at what makes life different in the tropical climate. The (7) R A _ 
_ F _ _ E S T contains lots of things that bite and sting and some that slither. Some of them like living in 
our homes too!  

Gallery 4: Changing Cairns 

This gallery reveals how a small tropical port was transformed into an (8)  I N T _  _ N A _  _  _  _  _ L  
tourist city. How visitors have travelled here and what (9) A T T R _  _  _  _  _  _  S they have wanted to 
see. How locals have fought, played and protested over time and what changes they have made to the 
(10) C _  _  Y 

The Cairns Museum is located in the Cairns School of Arts building. In addition to visiting the galleries, 
visitors can relax on our tropical (11) V E _  _  _  _  _  _  or step back into a recreation of a 1900s School 
of Arts – with its collection of (12) _ U _ _ _ _ _  objects and photo tables to explore. 

 

Questions 

What is the purpose of the Cairns Museum? _______________________________________________ 

Do you have a Museum in your home town? ______________________________________________ 

Write 3 sentences about a Museum you have visited and enjoyed. What did you like about it?  

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

attractions, history, curious, railway, diverse, developed, rainforests, 
international, city, climate, verandah, industries, gallery. 
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Museum Questions & Activities 
Gallery 1: Cairns Over Time:  
 

Teacher notes: 

The gallery has the information on Cairns Aboriginal Traditional Owners, as well as the history of Cairns 
told in four eras 

1. Frontier (1870s-1910) 
2. Consolidation (1910-1940) 
3. End of Isolation (1940 -1980) 
4. International city (1980s onward) 

The gallery also has a timeline of dates, events and population numbers for Cairns from 1870 - 2017. 
The graphic below shows the timeline for 1981 – 1991. The population is in orange text. The events are 
in white text. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activities for the gallery are based on learning about Cairns’ Traditional Owners, then finding dates and 
events on the timeline that relate to the 4 eras of Cairns. Students then are asked to find one person 
from each era and complete some simple activities. 

Questions and Answers 
 

Name Cairns 2 Traditional Owner groups 

1:  Yir_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _    

2: G _ _ _ _ W_ _ _ _ _ _ _  Y_ _ _ _ _ _    
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Look at the Aboriginal Traditional Owners displays. Find these artefacts: 

 

Poles: made by G _ _ _ _   W _ _ _ _ _ _ _  Y _ _ _ _ _ _  

Head dress:  made by G _ _ _ _   W _ _ _ _ _ _ _  Y _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Baskets:  made by Yir _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _ 

Paintings:  made by Yir _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _ 

 

Which artefact do you like the most? Draw it. Write 3 words that describe it. 

1:  

2: 

3:  

 

Era 1: Frontier (1870s to 1910) 

What was the population of Cairns in 1881? 

A:  

 

What happened in 1878. 

A:  

 

Look in the Frontier Showcase 

Find someone who was alive in Cairns in 1878.  

1. Write down their name. 
2. Read their story 
3. Write down 1 interesting fact about their life. 

 

 

Era 2: Consolidation (1910s to Second World War) 

What was the population of Cairns in 1921? 

A:  

What happened in Cairns in 1923? 

A:  

 

Look in the Consolidation Showcase 

Find someone who was alive in Cairns in 1923  
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1. Write down their name. 
2. Read their story 
3. Write down 1 interesting fact about their life. 

 

 

Era 3: End of Isolation (Second World War – 1980s) 

What was the population of Cairns in 1971? 

A: 

What happened in 1974? 

A:  

 

Find Georgia Lee in the Gallery 

Why was she famous? 

 

 

Era 4: International city (1980s to today) 

What was the population of Cairns in 1981? 

A:  

What was the population of Cairns in 1991? 

A: 

What happened in 1984 that caused such a big increase? 

A:  

 

Find someone who was alive in 1980 

1. Write down their name. 
2. Read their story 
3. Write down 1 interesting fact about their life. 

 

 

What do you think is the most interesting object in this Gallery? 

1. Take a photo of it 
2. Describe it 
3. Write down 2 sentences that explain what you find that is interesting about it. 
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Activities 
 

Activity 1: Who am I? 

 

I came to Cairns, via Cuba, in 1876. Both these places are a long way from my home. I bought land in 
the very first land sale in Cairns in 1877. 

By 1882 I was one of the town’s leading businessmen, and I started the first sugar plantation and sugar 
mill in Cairns. I also represented my community at official occasions, acted as an interpreter in court, and 
bought and sold property across North Queensland. 

I am also remembered for my support for St Monica’s Cathedral and for the Lit Sung Goong Temple. 

Answer:  

 

Consolidation  

I left my family on the other side of the world and arrived in Sydney, Australia when I was just 16 years 
old. 

6 years later I opened a business in Cairns, under my own name. My business grew to become famous 
in north Queensland. I employed up to 150 staff during the busy season in my business, which operated 
over three levels in the centre of Cairns. If you were in Cairns any time between 1906 and 1960, you 
would have come to my business with your friends. 

I was a great supporter of local charities and a true believer in Cairns. I funded one of Cairns first tourism 
publications, The Northern Wonderland. 

Answer:  

 

I changed my name to become famous, which I was from the 1950s to the 1980s. I was a Queen in my 
chosen profession. 

I grew up in Cairns in a large musical family that traced its roots to 5 different cultures. I sang with my 
siblings and was discovered during WW2, before I took off to London to pursue my career. 

I was a trail blazer in my chosen profession, despite the fact that in Australia many men and women like 
me could not vote, move or event control their own money. I also was the first in my profession to leave 
a record in my own voice. 

Answer:  

 

Activity 2: Make Your Museum 

Make your own museum. Take photos of 3 objects in the gallery and make up a story about them. Give 
your gallery a name.  
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Gallery 2: Old Cairns: 
Teacher Notes: 

This gallery showcases the history of Cairns from the 1870s through to 1950. It is divided into sections: 

1. Pathways and Routes 
2. The Port 
3. The Rainforest 
4. The Reef  
5. Sugar 

 

There are a number of interactives for students to explore. 

The following questions are a guide for students as they work their way through the gallery. 

 

Questions 
 

Find the section of the Gallery called “Pathways and Routes”. 

Look at the photos and the objects 

Name three ways that people travelled in the early days of Cairns.  

1. By F _ _ _    
2. By H _ _ _ _ 
3. By R _ _ _    

Which way would you prefer to travel? 

 

Find the section of the Gallery called The Port 

1: How heavy is a sugar bag? 

Answer:  

 

2: Look at the pictures from the Cairns Wharf – name to products lifted over the wharves in Cairns. 

Answer:  
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Find the Rainforest Showcase  

Name 3 items Aboriginal people made from rainforest materials. 

Answer: ________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 
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Name 3 items non-Aboriginal people made from rainforest materials: 

Answer: ___________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

  



  
11 

Find the Cane Cutter’s Barracks 

Look at the photos in this section. 

 

 

 

 

 

What kind of work do you think cane cutting was? 

 

Do they still cut cane like this today? 

Yes/No 

 

How do you think they cut cane today? 
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Activities 
 

Activity 1 

Find the sugar bag – can you lift it?  

 

Look at the other photos. Write down 3 words that describe what it would be like working on the wharves 
in Cairns 

 
 

 

 

 

1:__________________________________________________ 

 

2:__________________________________________________ 

 

3:____________________________________________________ 
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Activity 2 

Find the touch table; 

Find two places that you know in Cairns and find an old photograph of each of them. What do you notice 
that is different in the old photo? Write it down. 

 

 

 

 

Find Draper Street on the table. Look at the houses. What do they tell you about living in Cairns in 
the1970s? Take a photo of the house you like – or dislike – the most. 

 

 

Activity 3 

Find the model of the Trinity Bay Dredge (ship) and the Trinity Bay Dredge Whistle.  

Can you find the whistle on the model? Where is it on the ship? 
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The Verandah 
Teacher notes 

The verandah offers an opportunity to step out above the street and look and listen and reflect on the 
town. 

It also is a wonderful example of a tropical verandah and a chance to explore themes of the 
environment. 

 

Questions 
 

1: Why do you think this verandah is so wide?  

A:  

• Shelter from the rain in the wet season 
• Shelter from the sun 
• It catches the breeze during the build-up and is cooler than inside 
• It protects the inside of the building from sun and helps keep the temperature down. 

 

2: Listen to the sounds you can hear. What sounds are different to those you hear at home? 

 

3: Look at Cairns from the verandah. What is different from your home town? 

 

4: Write down 3 things you like about Cairns. 

1. ______________________________________ 
2. ______________________________________ 
3. ______________________________________ 

 

5: Write down 3 things you don’t like about Cairns  

1. _______________________________________ 
2. _______________________________________ 
3. _______________________________________ 
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Gallery 3: Living in the Tropics 
Teacher notes 

This gallery is a fun and child friendly space, which explores how the climate and rainforest environment 
impacts on our day to day life here. 

It features a large “Beasties Wall” with images and stories on sharks, crocs, jellyfish, snakes, mossies & 
cane toads. 

It features an immersive film that takes us through the seasons of the tropics. 

It also features stories and artefacts that explore domestic life in the tropics. 

It has a small boat that young kids can play on. 

 

Simple questions 

1: Name 3 deadly things that live in the tropics 

Answer: 

1: J _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

2: _ _ _ C _ _ _ _ E _  

3: _ H _ _ _ _   

 

Which one would you be most scared of in the wild? 

 

 

2: How long do you think the python is? Do you think pythons really grow this big? 

Answer: 5m in length. Yes they grow this long – or longer! 

 

3: What do you think is the most interesting object in this gallery? 

1. Why? 
2. Write 3 words to describe it? 

 

 

Take a photo and tell us more about it back in class. 
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Activities 
 

Activity 1 

Watch the film. What do you think it would be like to be in a cyclone? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2: Take a photo of a cane toad. What makes them so ugly do you think? 

Answer: ___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Gallery 4: Changing Cairns 
Teacher notes 

This gallery tells the story of how the people have enjoyed the tropics in Cairns from the 1920s through 
to the current era.  

It has a focus on tourism – how people travelled here, what they did when they got here, what they 
bought and what they wore. 

It also contains stories about political and social movements that have changed life in Cairns. It features 
WW II, the Aboriginal Advancement League and the environment movement. 

It is divided into eras and themes: 

Era 1: 1900 – 1940 

• Cruising 
• Green Island 
• World War II 

Era 2: 1950-1970s 

• Rail and Road 
• Souvenirs 
• Fashion 
• Marlin Fishing  
• Aboriginal Advancement League 

Era 3: 1980s – today 

• International Airport 
• Cultural Tourism – Tjapukai 
• Eco Tourism – Skyrail 
• Outer Reef Tourism – Quicksilver 
• Conservation: Wet Tropics Listing 

 

Simple Questions  

 

How did you travel to Cairns? 

 

Look in this gallery and write down two other ways people have travelled to Cairns in the past. 

 

 

Find the story of Cruising Confessions 

1: How many boyfriends did Joyce Etta White have on her cruise to Cairns? 



  
18 

 

2: Name the big fish that changed Cairns  

Answer: Gallery contains large image of Marlin catch, as well as a Marlin Rod and Reel 

 

 

Would you want to catch one of these fish? 

 

3: What sort of races did they have in Fun in the Sun – (hint: watch the film to find out!) 
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Activities 
 

1: Look through the viewfinder. Which Hotel would you choose if you were visiting in 1920?  

a. Why? 
 

 

 

 

2: Look at the film “Life in Cairns”  

a. What is different in this film to Cairns today? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3: Find the postcards in each era in the gallery.  

a. Take a photo of a postcard that shows something you would like to do or visit in a past 
era.   

b. Make a slideshow of your historic tour of Cairns. 

 

4: What object do you find the most interesting in this gallery? 

a. Write down 3 words to describe it 

 

 

 

b. Take a photo and tell your class about it back at school. 
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